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Chair & Chief
Executive Report
Golf in Western Australia and across the
nation experienced another outstanding
year of growth in 2024, with significant
increases in participation both on and off
the course. 

The latest Golf Australia Participation
Report from December 2024 reveals
impressive statistics and trends that
highlight the sport’s continued popularity
and expansion, particularly in off-course
forms of golf such as driving ranges, mini
golf and indoor simulators.

1.0m

1.5m

1.3m
On-course only

Both on/off

Off-course only
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In 2023-24, a record 3.8 million adult
Australians played golf in various formats,
marking a 9% year-on-year increase. This
figure represents 19% of adult Australians
hitting a golf ball, solidifying golf's
position as one of the nation's most
loved and accessible sports.

Participation and Attraction
of New Golfers

107k

106k

182k
Off-course only

Both on/off

On-course only

Australian Golf Participation 2023-24 WA Golf Participation 2023-24

The growth in participation is particularly
notable among new and younger
players: -

The average age of adult newcomers
to the game is now 36, 10 years
younger than a decade earlier
49% of those new to the game were
women, reflecting successful
initiatives to attract more women and
girls into golf

In WA, junior girl membership saw a
remarkable 35.7% increase, while total
female membership grew by 6.3%. This
aligns with the national trend, where
women's and girls' participation
continues to climb, supported by
initiatives such as initially Vision 2025 and
the Women & Girls Engagement Strategy
and the R&A Women in Golf Charter. 

These initiatives are supplemented by
programs conducted in WA by GolfWA
as well as the WA Golf Foundation.
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The health of our affiliated clubs and
public facilities is central to GolfWA
achieving its strategic goals of ‘More
Games, More Participants, More
Members’. 

In 2024, club membership in WA
increased by 5% and has increased each
of the past four years as per the figures
on page 15.

Whilst the trends of the past four years
have been very pleasing, sustained
membership and participation growth is
inherently linked to the quality of the
offerings provided by our clubs and
facilities, both physical and in terms of
service. 

In 2024 there were significant upgrades
to a number of public facilities, in
addition to several clubs undertaking or
completing course improvements. This
trend will continue in 2025 and 2026 with
upgrades to Marangaroo and Carramar
Public Courses recently announced as
well as planned upgrades of Collier Park
and Fremantle Public Golf Course.

Albany (pictured below) and Serpentine 

Grow our Core
Golf Clubs were also recently successful
in securing considerable government
funding from the Community Sport &
Recreation Facilities Fund grant program
to upgrade their reticulation and
clubhouse amenities respectively.

Equally importantly, we are seeing
continual improvement in the
governance of our clubs, either through
undertaking courses for their Board
under their own initiatives, or tapping
into the courses provided by GolfWA
and Sport Australia. 

In 2025 these offerings will increase,
with GolfWA, in conjunction with Golf
Australia, to offer AICD Governance
Courses for Board Directors and the
Model Venue Framework. 

Increasing the number of golf facilities
to cover all formats of the game and
improving the golfer experience are
essential for our sport to continue to
thrive. There are indeed exciting
opportunities ahead in the areas of
working with clubs, facilities and
government to improve and increase
golfing facilities throughout WA.

 GolfWA 2024 Annual Report



Facebook
64.6%

Instagram
29.9%

LinkedIn
5.5%

Under the Australian Golf Strategy, the
key messaging is to continually promote
amongst the broader public that golf is
a sport for life and fun for all; all golf is
golf and all of us can be golfers, and to
achieve the goal of having more
Australians playing more golf. As can be
seen from the figures on page 6, that
goal is certainly being achieved.

In WA, we are promoting these
messages through the wide range of
participation programs we conduct;
working with clubs and facilities on a
range of initiatives such as improving
facilities, membership strategies and
their own beginner programs; and
through our various communication
channels, where we saw significant
growth (see figures, right).

As online engagement increases with
GolfWA, we are also noticing how a
joined-up marketing and
communications strategy can have a
tangible impact on boosting
participation.

As an example, we saw nearly full
participation rates for a series of
regional Get into Golf and MyGolf Come
& Try clinics held throughout 2024. This
take-up was achieved through GolfWA
social media marketing and through
resources provided to clubs to use
locally and on their own social channels.

As stated in last year’s Annual Report,
progress was made on the development
of a WA Government Engagement
Strategy, in support of the Australian
Golf Government Relations Strategy,
and we are pleased to say that this
document was signed off by the Board
in 2024. 

Telling Our Story Better
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6.6%

7,507

GOLFWA WEBSITE

Increase in website traffic

49.1%

10%

GOLFWA E-NEWS

Total subscribers

Average Open Rate
(Industry average = 18-22%)

Average clickthrough rate
(Industry average = 2-3%)

GOLFWA SOCIAL MEDIA

717,506
Total pageviews in 2024

13,18013,180
TOTAL FOLLOWERSHIP
+16.6% increase on 2023
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Through the work conducted by our
Regional Club Support Officers,
engagement with regional local councils
as well as regional government
departments continued to grow. This has
been further strengthened by the
appointment of our Government
Relations Manager in November 2024
who has already been beneficial in
building relationships between some
clubs and their LGAs.

As has been highlighted over the past
few years, the building of relationships
with government is deemed a critical
objective of GolfWA and something we
will continue to pursue.

Outside of these three strategic pillars,
other areas of GolfWA’s operations to
note in 2024 were as follows.

This marked the first time that the
Championship had been held at
Mandurah CC and the first time back in
the Peel region since 1995. 

The club proved to be an outstanding
host venue, excelling in all key areas of
course presentation, food and beverage
offerings, and the assistance of their
volunteers and staff. To Mandurah
Country Club, we extend our sincere
appreciation and congratulations to you.

Being the 100th staging, the quality of
the field was befitting of the occasion
with home-grown stars Jason Scrivener,
Curtis Luck and Haydn Barron headlining.
Nine past champions, including Kim
Felton, Brett Rumford, Oliver Goss and
Braden Becker, also competed in a very
strong field of professionals and
amateurs from around the country.

After three days of glorious weather, the
tournament will be etched in many
people’s minds for years to come with a
gripping final round played in wild
conditions. Ultimately, young, silky
left-hander Elvis Smylie prevailed in a

From an event perspective, the highlight
of 2024 was the 100th staging of the WA
Open, with the Bowra & O’Dea Nexus
Advisernet WA Open being held at
Mandurah Country Club in October.

WA Open

 GolfWA 2024 Annual Report
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19.5m
Potential
Audience

MEDIA MENTIONS (OCT 16-22)

589
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314,586
Live and on-demand viewing figures –

up 47.3% on 2023

play-off against Jak Carter, giving
Smylie his first professional win – a feat
he spectacularly followed up on a few
weeks later, winning the Australian PGA
Championship in Queensland.

A concerted, long-term marketing
campaign targeting Mandurah and
Perth-based golf fans, allied with the
high-calibre field and gripping drama,
contributed to significant increases in
event viewership – both at home and
on course. 

Despite the capricious weather on
Sunday, spectator levels were up an
estimated 15% on the 2023 WA Open
across the week, while TV viewership
jumped 47% to 314,586. 

The event also enjoyed significant
external media coverage, with 589
media mentions between October
16-22, reaching a potential audience
of 19.5m (see detailed figures, below).

2024 was a year of great significance for
GolfWA as we signed an Australian Golf
State Services Agreement (AGSSA) with
Golf Australia. 

GolfWA were in discussions with Golf
Australia across an extended period of
time about a Western Australian version
of an AGSSA, with discussions being
elevated upon the development and
release of the Australian Golf Strategy in
2021. 

GolfWA’s confidence in Golf Australia’s
performance overall, including their
ability to deliver on the National Strategy
and the matters contained within the
AGSSA, grew significantly post the
release of the Australian Golf Strategy,
resulting in GolfWA signing a Deed of
Commitment on April 24, 2024 and then
an AGSSA effective July 1, 2024.

Golf Australia – Australian Golf
State Services Agreement

380,000

541,775 Total reach of WA Open-related posts on GolfWA
social media pages between Sept 30-Oct 21, 2024 –

almost one quarter of the annual total

Unique listeners to WA Open ad
campaign between Oct 8-17

TOTAL
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Under this agreement, the first 18 months
of the AGSSA consists of a Transition
Period, allowing the GolfWA team,
platforms and systems time to integrate
seamlessly with the GA infrastructure.

In the first six months, concluding 31
December 2024, a significant amount of
progress was made in a relatively
narrow timeframe to align processes,
people and functions. Whilst a team
effort on both accounts, a special
mention goes to the GolfWA staff for
their resilience, patience and effort to
navigate these changes over a short
period of time. 

As with any significant operational
change, we encountered teething
problems. However, the overall transition
has been smooth with our staff continuing
to perform in their existing roles to
deliver events, programs and services
locally in WA, with excellent support from
the various Golf Australia departments.
On most accounts this has been business
as usual for the local GolfWA team.

Excitingly, under this agreement, we have
been able to increase our staffing levels,
with the recent appointment of Arron
Minchin as Government Relations
Manager and Josh Madden in the role of
Clubs & Facilities Manager. 

GolfWA is now well positioned to meet
our strategic objectives in 2025 and
beyond, which form part of our alignment
to the Australian Golf Strategy. It is also
anticipated that a dedicated High
Performance Manager, funded by Golf
Australia, will join the team in the second
quarter of 2025.

We will, as a Board, be critically
appraising the services received from

Golf Australia under the AGSSA, both
during and beyond the Transition Period.
We have not ‘handed over the keys’ to
the National Body and stepped away.
GolfWA is still charged to oversee the
delivery of services within the state. 

We have not entered into this
arrangement lightly and we expect to
see continued advancements in the
delivery of golf services in WA, through
efficiencies and further alignment and are
prepared to make any necessary changes
to ensure the long-term viability of this
partnership. Our overall aim always was
and will continue to be that golf in WA
be better off under this arrangement. 

Whilst there weren’t any changes to the
personnel on the GolfWA Board in 2024,
another historical milestone was the
appointment by the Board, post 2024
AGM, of Emma Elliott as the first female
Chair. Emma is also the first GolfWA
Chair to be a member of a public club, in
this case Hamersley Ladies.

As part of our Board succession plan,
Greg Higham chose not to seek
reappointment as Chair in 2024 but to
support an incoming Chair, given that he
must retire from the Board at the 2025
AGM. Having joined the GolfWA Board in
2020, Emma was unanimously elected by
her fellow Directors to succeed Greg.

At the 2025 AGM in April, we will see the
retirement of three long-standing
Directors in Greg Higham, Jane Crane
and Justin Davies, who between them
have contributed 27 years to the Board
of GolfWA. Their contribution has been
significant and we thank them sincerely
for that contribution. 

Board Updates

 GolfWA 2024 Annual Report



12

Whilst it is a requirement of National
Sporting Organisations to undertake an
annual Governance Performance Cycle
assessment, it is also a requirement of
the Department of Local Government,
Sport and Cultural Industries for State
Sporting Organisations in WA to report
against their governance maturity in line
with the Sport Governance Standards
(SGS) as set by the Australian Sports
Commission.

Notwithstanding, GolfWA deems good
governance to be of critical importance
and is committed to our Board
continually learning and improving in this
area. GolfWA aims to achieve the highest
level of maturity against SGS 6.5 which is
defined as: “The organisation reports on
governance outcomes at its AGM and in
its annual report. They provide an ‘If not,
why not’ statement as to why they have
not met the Sport Governance
Standard/s and outlines plans to meet
the standard/s going forward”.

Governance Based on previous assessment by the
DLGS&CI, GolfWA complies strongly with
the 9 Principles of the Sport Governance
Standards however continues to evaluate
its performance on an annual basis. Thus
arising from our annual review with
DLGSC&I, several issues were addressed
in 2024 to better meet these Principles,
including: -

Review of GolfWA’s Board Charter
Board members to undertake the
Australian Sports Commission on-line
Governance module “The Start Line”

Additionally, Board members undertook
Sports Integrity Australia’s National
Integrity Framework training modules.

Finance
GolfWA recorded a surplus of $115,000 as
opposed to a budgeted deficit of
$354,785. Further details are provided in
the Financial Commentary and Reports
contained within this Annual Report.

Murdoch University students
completing Community
Instructor accreditation
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Our Clubs & Facilities Committee
continued to oversee the delivery of
services provided to our Metropolitan
clubs and facilities and by our Regional
Club Support Officers to our regional
areas. We see this service as one of
considerable value for our clubs and
facilities and also provides a mechanism
for feedback to GolfWA in return. 

The Strategic Projects Panel was
instrumental in finalising the WA
Government Engagement Strategy and
has already been given some important
projects for 2025.

In 2024, the Governance Committee
finalised the formation of a Nominations
Committee, oversaw the performance of
our Investment Fund as well as advising
the Board on matters surrounding
policies, risk and financial performance.

With 2024 being the year of the 100th
staging of the WA Open, the Business
Development Committee’s major focus
was on ensuring that the event was a
success from a budget perspective as
well as broadcast and other metrics. As
reported elsewhere in this report, those
goals were achieved. 

The Honours Committee continued to
provide input to the Board in 2024 in the
area of Golf Honours for important
Awards such as the SportWest Awards
and the Annual Golf Industry Awards as
well as individual awards such as the
Western Australian of the Year. I thank
them again for their work in ensuring our
leading contributors to our great game
get the recognition they deserve.

With the continued growth of the game
in WA and increased patronage at
venues, the Board of GolfWA
acknowledges the crucial role that our
Member Clubs, Districts and Public
Facilities play in hosting our vast range of
events and programs and thus we extend
our sincere appreciation to all of these
bodies.

Volunteers are the lifeblood of all sports,
including ours, and to those that assisted
GolfWA directly such as our Rules
Officials and junior event chaperones, or
those club volunteers who offered their
services at venues for GolfWA events, we
express our sincere appreciation. 

We also express our unwavering
gratitude to all those volunteers that
serve our Member Clubs in a vast array of
duties and trust that you enjoyed your
contribution.

To the Board of GolfWA and the various
sub-committees, the members of which
are detailed on page 5, we thank you for
your considerable guidance,
commitment and dedication to achieving
the significant changes that have been
stated on several occasion in this report
in relation to the AGSSA as well as to
serving golf in WA in general. 

Whilst an autonomous body to GolfWA,
we also thank the Trustees of the WA
Golf Foundation, Jane Crane (Chair),
Karen Caddy, Ian Crockett, Brendon
Allanby, Mostyn Farmer and Grant
Shortland-Jones for their work in driving
funding and grant assessments.

Acknowledgements
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transition, their efforts are greatly
appreciated. Reports on their areas of
responsibility are covered in the following
pages. 

In 2025, there are several significant
projects that GolfWA will undertake
including continuing to bed down the
AGSSA; working with clubs to implement
the national core bundle project, a
significant component of which is the
transition to Golf Connect; improved office
facilities for our staff and working with
government to increase opportunities for
and relationships with clubs and facilities 

It will also no doubt be another year of
growth in our sport and we look forward
to working with our clubs and facilities,
schools and other stakeholders to deliver
on our overarching philosophy: Inspiring
more Western Australians to participate in
all forms of the great sport of golf.

Chief Executive

Sincere appreciation is extended to our
major partners the Department of Local
Government, Sport & Cultural Industries
(DLGSC) and Healthway, as well as to Golf
Australia. We also acknowledge the City
of Mandurah/Visit Mandurah for their
support of the WA Open.

To our major corporate sponsors Nexus
Advisernet, Bowra & O’Dea, Aglime of
Australia, Cobra Puma Golf, Drummond
Golf, Europcar, KC Distributors, MiClub,
Moore Australia and TripleM, we extend
our sincere appreciation, and we
acknowledge the PGA, GMA WA and the
Superintendents Association of WA for
their support throughout 2024. 

Lastly, we must acknowledge our
wonderful staff, for their significant
contribution throughout the year. With
the increase in delivery of services and
events in 2024, coupled with the AGSSA 
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Golf club membership levels
As referenced in the Chair and Chief Executive Report, membership numbers increased
again in 2024, as summarised below. The upward trend over recent years is apparent.

 GolfWA 2025 Annual Report

15

Total WA Golf Clubs
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initiative had great success with 66
programs (48 in 2023) and 7,377
participants (4,954 in 2023) experiencing
golf through the initiative – a
participation increase of 48.9%. This
followed a 55% increase in 2022, clearly
highlighting the success of the program.

The Regional Roadshows focused on
taking MyGolf in Schools out to the
regions to offer taster sessions to school
students and then connecting them with
clubs via free ‘Come & Try’ sessions.
These sessions were also marketed
through radio and social media
advertisements to offer more exposure
and promote healthy messaging. In 2024
our Regional Roadshows had 230
prospective golfers attend Come & Try
clinics with PGA Professionals in their
regional centres, almost doubling our
2023 interactions.

Below is an overview of the outcomes of
each Regional Roadshow, not including
the exposure we provide to golf in the
regions in other ways.

GolfWA continues to invest in the
development of future golfers in all forms
of the game through programs such as
Healthway funded Crunch&Sip MyGolf in
Schools program, Regional Roadshows
and the GolfWA Junior Tour and Sport
Australia’s Sporting Schools. 

As part of the national program, GolfWA
delivered the Crunch&Sip MyGolf in
Schools program to 83 metropolitan and
regional schools, resulting in just under
22,000 exposures to golf. In addition, the
following Golf Australia national
introductory programs were conducted
in WA by various clubs and facilities: -

42 (34 in 2023) MyGolf Centres (junior
grassroots) operated with 2,637
participants (2,290 in 2023) 
36 (21 in 2023) Get into Golf Centres
(adult beginners) with 1,426
participants (907 in 2023) 
The Australian Junior Girls Scholarship
Program retained 16 centres with 118
enrolments (101 enrolments in 2023)

The Sport Australia Sporting Schools
program provides the opportunity to
engage PGA professionals and
Community Instructors to conduct
coaching at a school or golf course
offering another great pathway to
participation. The Sporting Schools

Game Development
and Participation
Another big year of GolfWA initiatives has
played a key role in introducing thousands
of Western Australians to golf, as well as
enabling our most outstanding prospects
to maximise their potential.

National and Healthway
Programs
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Region
Schools
Visited

Participants Come&Try
Attendees

South-West
(Busselton &

Dunsborough)

South-West
(Bunbury)

Pilbara (Karratha)

Great Southern
(Denmark/Albany)

5

5

5

4

725

700

700

575

59

80

48

28

Goldfields
(Esperance) 4 550 15

Goldfields
(Kalgoorlie) 5 700 n/a
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In 2025 we are excited to add Broome
(Kimberley) and the Peel region to the
rota to further expand our reach.

The 13th year of the Crunch&Sip GolfWA
Junior Tour continued to offer the
opportunity for girls and boys up to the
age of 12 to participate in progressive
competitions from 5-hole and 9-hole
‘Tiger tees’ through to modified stroke
and Stableford. 

We conducted 17 events in 2024 at a
variety of metropolitan and regional
courses with more than 1,000 total
participants, averaging over 60
participants at each Junior Tour event –
an increase of 9% on 2023. We also
celebrated our highest attended event
ever, with 88 participants at The Vines
Golf & Country Club, surpassing the
2023 record of 82 at Royal Fremantle.

In addition to the Junior Tour, we
continued the ‘Tiger Tour’ program,
which specifically focuses on the 5-hole
base-level events for the younger
demographic. Participation levels
increased by 16.7% per event on 2023.

Our goal to expand the number of
events in 2024 met difficulties due to
course access, however, we continued
to explore other opportunities through
the ‘TeeMates’ Golf Australia Initiative
and will continue to increase our
offering aligned to the demand for
junior participation statewide.

18

Wheatbelt, Peel, South-West, Great
Southern and Goldfields regions. The
RSGs delivered a range of programs
including: -

7 x Community Instructor (CI)
practical workshops leading to 35
newly accredited National Program
Deliverers with practical experience
Come & Try events for children,
women only and adults leading to
MyGolf and Get into Golf clinics and
pathways to regular participation /
club membership opportunities
Quarterly Junior Development Clinics
in Albany, Bunbury, Busselton,
Esperance, Kalgoorlie, Katanning,
Margaret River and Peel catchments. 
Funding 4-week beginner clinics to
women and children (separate) in 12
different regional hubs to boost
participation of the identified target
populations

GolfWA was again successful in obtaining
a Regional Servicing Grant (RSG) through
the Department of Local Government for
Sport and Cultural Industries (DLGSC) to
drive and support a Regional Servicing
Plan for the Pilbara, Gascoyne, Mid-West, 

Regional Servicing Grants

Continuing from the growth of the TDP in
2023, 2024 maintained a two-tiered
‘Academy’ format. The year had a focus
on short game skill development to test
and challenge the 72 participating
athletes, leading to self-reflection and
learnings around their own games.

We were delighted to appoint PGA
Professional Matthew Wolfe to lead and
create continuity within the content of
the program with support from our state
coaches, Craig Bishop and Jess
Speechley; PGA coaches Oliver Goss,
Brett Rumford and Andrew Thomas; and
High Performance Athletes Connor
Fewkes, Amie Phobubpa and Erina Tan.

Our thanks to Wembley Golf Course and
The Western Australian Golf Club for
allowing us use of their fantastic facilities.

Talent Development Program (TDP)



High Performance
In 2024, several of GolfWA’s High
Performance (HP) athletes turned
professional, whilst others moved away
to compete in the US collegiate golf
system. As a result, it was a key year in
providing opportunities for the next line
of aspiring HP athletes to perform at open
and junior amateur events within WA and
interstate.

Some of the many outstanding
achievements by our HP athletes
throughout 2024 included: -

Josiah Edwards won the Jack Newton
International Junior Classic in NSW
Spencer Harrison finished 2nd in the
Golf Australia Boys’ Order of Merit and
3rd at the Australian Junior Amateur
Championship
Josiah and Spencer both represented
Australia in a Ryder Cup-style match
against the USGA’s National Junior
Team. Josiah also represented Australia
at the IMG Junior World Championships
Ollie Marsh won Low Amateur honours
at the 100th WA Open in a playoff
against Zach Capelli
Adam Baillie won the South West Open
Pro-Am
Isabella Leniartek became the first
player since 2005 to win all three of
GolfWA’s junior ‘majors’ in a single
season - the Cobra Puma Junior
Championship; Drummond Golf Girls’
Amateur Championship of WA; and the
Drummond Golf 54-Hole Junior Classic
Isabella also went undefeated in the
Junior and Open-Age Interstate Teams
Matches, winning all seven of her
matches in the two events
Abbie Teasdale, Connor Fewkes and
Peter Bennett represented Australia in
the Asia-Pacific Amateur Women’s,
Men’s and Senior Teams respectively

The 2024 series was held at Gosnells Golf
Club in April. The Boys’ team won four,
drew one and lost one of their six games,
amassing 16 pts for and 8 against. They
finished 2nd to NSW by half a point. The
Girls’ team also finished second, winning
three of their five games with 13 pts for
and 7 against. Their only loss came
against Girls Champions, Queensland.
Overall, the WA combined team finished
a highly creditable 3rd place.

Girls: Halia Edwards (Gosnells), Isabella
Leniartek (Mount Lawley), Aileen Sirait
(Gosnells), Alice Tonts, (Mount Lawley),
Chloe Veeran (Busselton)

Boys: Josiah Edwards (Team Captain,
Gosnells), Spencer Harrison (Royal Perth),
Nate Johnson (Joondalup), Ollie Marsh
(Wanneroo), Mandeep Singh (Royal
Fremantle)
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This was played at Southport Golf Club,
Queensland, in May. WA’s Men’s team
had wins against Tasmania and QLD, with
the Women’s team defeating Tasmania.
Both teams tied with Victoria as WA
finished 5th in the combined standings.

Women: Celine Chen (Joondalup), 
Ruby Cotton (Mount Lawley), Amanda
Gan (Mount Lawley), Erina Tan (Mount
Lawley), Abbie Teasdale (Royal
Fremantle)

Men: Joseph Buttress (WAGC), Jordan
Doull (Mount Lawley), Josiah Edwards
(Gosnells), Connor Fewkes (Goldfields
GC – Team Captain), Michael Hanrahan
Smith (Cottesloe)

Junior Interstate Series

Open Interstate Series

 GolfWA 2024 Annual Report
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Events & Tournaments

21

The second week of the July school
holidays saw our juniors head to Gosnells
GC to compete in the Drummond Golf
Junior Amateur Championship of WA.
Isabella Leniartek (Mount Lawley) backed
up her Cobra Puma title from the week
before by taking out the Girl’s title by an
incredible 13 strokes.

The Boys’ competition was a much closer
affair, with Spencer Harrison (Royal Perth)
holding off Declan Pereira (The Vines) to
win by two shots.

The Aglime Australia State Sand Greens
Championship attracted over 200
participants across four days of wonderful
golf and fellowship at the outstanding
Boyup Brook Golf Club. Adam Davey once
again proved he is one of the very best
country golfers ever produced in WA,
winning the title for the sixth time, 30 years
after his first victory in this event.

Plenty of interstate talent made the trip
west to compete with a strong field of local
talent for The Bowra & O’Dea Women’s
Classic, hosted by The Western Australian
GC in late August. The event was won by
Ella Scaysbrook (NSW), who prevailed in an
exciting playoff over Jazy Roberts (VIC)
after holing out from a greenside bunker
for an eagle two.

Mirroring the overall growth of golf in
Western Australia, 2024 saw 6,998 golfers
participate in all GolfWA tournaments,
including pennants: a 1.36% growth on the
previous year. 

The most prestigious amateur titles on the
GolfWA calendar are the Men’s and
Women’s Amateur Championships of
Western Australia, which in 2024 were
played at The Western Australian Golf Club. 

Amanda Gan (Mount Lawley) took home the
Women’s medallist honours over the 36-
hole qualifying rounds, whilst Connor
Fewkes (Goldfields) was victorious in the
Men’s equivalent, finishing the stroke play
rounds on 10 under par.

As always, the match play rounds produced
some exciting golf with Amanda Gan
defeating Mount Lawley clubmate Ruby
Cotton 4&3 and George Barclay (Joondalup)
besting Spencer Harrison (Royal Perth) 5&3
in the respective Women’s and Men’s finals.

The Men’s and Women’s Senior Amateur
Championships were played in March
hosted by Rockingham Golf Club, with Cath
Stolz (NSW) winning the women’s title by 7
shots. The Men’s title was won by Michael
Lucas (Harvey GC) triumphing in a playoff
over Paul Chappell (Hartfield GC).

Adam Davey once again proved he is
one of the very best country golfers
ever produced in WA, winning the

State Sand Greens for the sixth time
- 30 years after his first victory in the

championship.

“ “
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The 2024 season culminated with the
Mini Golf Championship of WA. The
competition was played in a different
format this year with only a state final
held at Wembley GC in November.
Divisions consisted of adult, junior and
All Abilities, with the competition being
played in pairs with no age or gender
barriers making it GolfWA’s most
inclusive and accessible competition.
Father-and-son team Mark and Jovi
Gibson claimed the title after a four-
team, three-hole playoff. 

Pleasingly, several GolfWA events that
struggled to draw significant fields in
2023 saw increased registrations in
2024 thanks to targeted marketing
campaigns. Of note, the State
Foursomes’ field increased from 35 pairs
to 53, with the Drummond Golf 54-Hole
Junior Classic field increasing from 80 to
105 competitors.

The focus returned to junior golf in
the October school holidays with the
Drummond Golf 54-hole Junior Classic
held at Capel GC, Dunsborough Lakes
CC and Bunbury GC.

Ollie Marsh (Wanneroo) ran away with
the Boys’ title after shooting after an
eight-under-par opening round. The
Girls’ title was won by Isabella Leniartek
after a four-hole playoff with Aprileen
Sirait (Gosnells) in what was a suitably
dramatic conclusion to a high-quality
junior golf season.

Isabella’s win gave her a clean sweep of
the three major junior titles in 2024 – the
Drummond Golf State Junior Amateur,
the Cobra Puma Junior Championship
and the Drummond Golf 54-Hole Junior
Classic – making her the first person
since Kristie Smith in 2005 to complete
the treble.

State Junior champions Spencer Harrison
and Isabella Leniartek



2024 Honours Board
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Tournament Venue Winner/s Runner/s Up

WA Women's Amateur
Championship

WA Men's Amateur
Championship

Bowra & O'Dea 72-Hole
Women's Classic

Ivie Temperley
Consistency

Paxton Averages

Drummond Golf Junior
Boys’ Amateur

Drummond Golf Junior 
Girls’ Amateur

Cobra Puma Junior
Championship - Boys

Cobra Puma Junior
Championship - Girls

Senior Amateur - Men's

Senior Amateur - Women's

Foursomes Amateur -
Women's

Foursomes Amateur -
Men's

Regional Seniors

Provincial Tournament

Rural Bronze

Aglime State Sand Greens

Drummond Golf Men's
Country Foursomes

Drummond Golf Men's
Country Champion

Drummond Golf Women's
Country Week Bronze

WAGC

WAGC

WAGC

WAGC

WAGC

Gosnells GC

Gosnells GC

Royal Fremantle

Royal Fremantle

Rockingham GC

Rockingham GC

The Vines G&CC

The Vines G&CC

Katanning CC

Augusta GC

Northam CC

Boyup Brook GC

The Vines G&CC

Wanneroo GC

The Vines G&CC
/Gosnells GC

Drummond Golf 54-Hole
Junior - Boys

Drummond Golf 54-Hole
Junior - Girls

Capel/Bunbury/
Dunsborough Lakes

Amanda Gan

George Barclay

Ella Scaysbrook

Celine Chen

Jordan Doull

Isabella Leniartek

Spencer Harrison

Ben Cranny

Isabella Leniartek

Michael Lucas

Cath Stolz

Sophie Williams & Amie
Phobubpa

Liam Sullivan & Declan
Pereira

Viv Camerer

Sally Carey

Yen Pover

Adam Davey

Bailey Hampson & Tim
Gilotti

Bailey Hampson

Jane Dudley

Lisa Wake

Isabella Leniartek

Ollie Marsh

Ruby Cotton

Spencer Harrison

Jazy Roberts

Amie Phobubpa

Joseph Owen

Declan Pereira

Krishav Sheth

Zoe Grace Ong

Paul Chappell

Marion Nelson

Celine Chen & Isabella
Leniartek

Jo Jones

Robyn Richards

Jenny Davidson

Rodney Shemeld

Damien McDade & Gerardo
De Leon

Danny Ennor

Rhonda Davies

Annette Harbron

Spencer Harrison

Aprileen Sirait

Aprileen Sirait

Drummond Golf Women's
Country Week Silver

Rodney Shemeld & Simon
Gil Jones

WA Open Mandurah CC Elvis Smylie Jak Carter

WA Open All Abilities Mandurah CC Lochie Smith Mark Mosbach

The Vines G&CC
/Gosnells GC

Capel/Bunbury/
Dunsborough Lakes

Mini Golf Championship
of WA

Wembley GC Mark & Jovi Gibson Ross Nagle & John Taylor
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Thanks to our affiliated clubs for hosting these championships



funded was a Clontarf Academy
Indigenous Program based at
Coondanup College, which was
delivered by Mandurah Country Club in
Term 3. The College works with the
Academy to develop the students and
keep them engaged in their education.

Initially 16 children enrolled and, due to
the popularity of the program, it was
extended into Term 4 and Mandurah
Country Club has committed to a full
year of programs in 2025.

The WA Golf Foundation and GolfWA
again contributed financially to the
Australian Golf Foundation (along with all
other state and national golfing bodies)
to help fund the AGF’s Junior Girls
Scholarship Program, which in 2024 had
1191 Junior Girls Scholarships granted
nationally. In WA, as per 2023, 16 clubs
conducted Scholarship programs with
118 girls receiving scholarships. Since its
inception in 2021, 315 girls have
benefitted from this initiative in WA.

The Trustees again extend their
appreciation to all those clubs and
individual members who participated in
the ‘Will You Chip In?’ program, as well
as the members of The Gallery, who
again contributed significantly. 
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WA Golf Foundation
Whilst an autonomous body, the WA
Golf Foundation is a crucial component
of supporting golf in WA as it is able to
fund programs, particularly in regional
areas, that GolfWA and the PGA are not
always able to service directly. 

In 2024 the WAGF continued to support a
wide range of programs across WA with
18 programs totalling $65,500 in requested
funding being approved. This brings the
total number of approved funded
programs to 206 since the Foundation’s
inception with total funding pledged/paid
now amounting to $935,000.

Of the 18 programs funded, 15 were for
regional areas stretching from Exmouth to
Kalgoorlie and Leinster, throughout our
Wheatbelt and into the South West. These
programs consisted of core initiatives to
attract more beginners to the game,
particularly women and juniors, as well as
delivering Community Instructor Programs.

Growing the number of Community
Instructors in a state as vast as ours is
vitally important in order to deliver
coaching to areas where, as stated
above, GolfWA and the PGA cannot
always service directly. 

Pictured below, one of the new initiatives
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Exmouth Golf Club’s ‘Golf & Giggles’ event
introduced 36 women to the joys of social golf



Finance

During the financial year, Golf Western
Australia Incorporated (GolfWA) entered
into an Australian Golf State Services
Agreement (AGSSA) with Golf Australia
Limited (Golf Australia) effective from 1
July 2024. Under this agreement, all
operational activities within Western
Australia were transferred to Golf Australia
to perform on GolfWA’s behalf, in line with
agreed service levels. In addition, GolfWA
employees became employees of Golf
Australia.

This change has impacted the way the
financials of GolfWA have been recorded,
since July 1, 2024, and as such the way they
are presented in this annual report.
Specifically, the key impacts of this
transition from a financial perspective are: –

Grant income and GolfWA state
affiliation are first recognised in GolfWA
accounts and then (for the period of
the agreement) transferred to Golf
Australia as “Australia Golf State
Services fee”;
Event and sponsorship income from
July 1, 2024 is transacted into Golf
Australia; and
All operational costs associated with
the execution of programs and events
are transacted in Golf Australia.

The figures presented in pages 28-41 of
the Annual Report reflect the reported
financial performance and financial position
of GolfWA as prepared in line with
Australian Accounting Standards and have
been independently audited. Note 7 (page
39) should be referred to as it gives more
detailed information on the treatment of

GolfWA accounts once the AGSSA came
into effect.

To enable a full year comparison of
activities an ‘Adjusted’ Statement of
Surplus or Loss and Other
Comprehensive Income (Profit and Loss)
has been prepared to outline how the
GolfWA accounts would have been
presented, had GolfWA continued to
record the transactions in their own
accounts.
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Changes to financial reporting
in 2024

Financial performance

GolfWA reported a 2024 operating
surplus of $115,004 (2023: $53,339)
within the statement of surplus or loss
and other comprehensive income and
strengthened its net current asset and
net asset Position. Key factors driving
the 2024 financial performance and
financial position have been detailed
below.

Income and Expenditure
‘Adjusted’ income of $2,105,975 is 13%
higher than last year due to: an increase
in membership numbers (Affiliation 
Fees $84,193 increase) as mentioned on
page 15; an improved WA Open result
($94,517 gain on the 2023 result),
improved investment portfolio
performance ($32,562 increase in
unrealised gains) and an increase in
funding & grants ($20,000).

‘Adjusted’ expenditure of $1,990,970 is
$183,881 higher than last year. The most
significant driver of this relates to the
rise in employment costs which reflects
an investment in new roles in the areas
of government relations and club
support, in addition to wage increases  



Total liabilities increased by $152,124,
mainly  due to an $864,926 increase in trade
creditors, $224,235 reduction in payroll
liabilities (as Golf Australia assumed
employment of all Golf WA employees) and
a $462,588 decrease in income received in
advance (relating to the revenue
recognition of Affiliation Fees received in
advance in the prior year).* 

Total liabilities at the end of the year are
$152,124 higher than the same time last
year, predominately as a result of the
increase in the Trade Creditors balance
(refer above comment in relation to the
Australian Golf State Services Fee owing to
GA). This higher Trade Creditors balance is
offset by the reduction to nil of
Employment-related liabilities (which are as
a result of the GolfWA employees moving
to GA) and lower Income received in
advance (also as a result of the transition).

The association remains sufficiently able to
meet its obligations as they fall due.

inclusive of the compulsory statutory
superannuation increase. 

Other expenditure categories have largely
remained consistent year-on-year.

Balance Sheet
The association has maintained its strong
financial position with an increase in both
net current assets and net assets.

Cash assets increased $855,796
predominately as a result of affiliation and
other revenues received but yet to be paid
to Golf Australia Limited as an Australian
Golf State Services Fee (reflected also in
the higher Trade Creditors balance).

Total assets increased by $267,129, with the
above mentioned increase in cash assets
offset by a $197,931 decrease in Receivables
and $461,024 decrease in Prepayments and
deposits (mainly being unwinding of the
prior year prepayment for Golf Australia
Affiliation Fees).*
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* Refer to Note 7 on page 39 for further information with respect to the specific line items responsible for the movement.
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Financial Statements
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APPENDIX TO 2024 GOLFWA
ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT



Introduction
only provide the details of the transactions
that are recorded in the GolfWA legal
entity.

However, to provide members with a
consistent level of detail on the activity that
has occurred for the benefit of the state, as
has been provided in previous years, an
“adjusted” set of financial statements have
been prepared. These statements have
been prepared by combining the
transactional data that is maintained within
GolfWA (for the period 1 January 2024 to 30
June 2024) with the relevant data from Golf
Australia (for the period 1 July to 31
December 2024).

The following ‘adjusted’ statements have
been prepared by Golf Australia and
reviewed by GolfWA management and are
consistent with the terms of the Australian
Golf State Services Agreement. However,
they have not been the subject of an
independent audit.

During the financial year, GolfWA entered
into an Australian Golf State Services
Agreement with Golf Australia, effective
from 1 July 2024. 

Under this agreement, all operational
activities within Western Australia were
transferred to Golf Australia to perform on
GolfWA’s behalf, in line with agreed service
levels.

This change has impacted the way the
financial transactions associated with the
operations of GolfWA have been recorded
and as result how they have been
presented in the annual financial report.

Specifically, the detail relating to most
financial transactions after 1st July 2024 are
not maintained in GolfWA’s systems. These
transactions still occurred but have been
recorded in Golf Australia’s financial
systems. In line with accounting standards,
the Annual Financial report for GolfWA can 



Statement of Income and Expenditure for the year ended December 31, 2024

 Appendix to the 2024 GolfWA Financial Report




